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Hetew Arewx, Reference Librarian. 

Laut 8. WILson, Librarian, Traveling Library. 
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Libraries and the Depression 


If one were looking for silver linings to the cloud cast over our country 
by the depression, the increase in the use of public library facilities, with 
all that increase connotes in respect to the spread of one form of popular 
education, could hardly fail to be noted. Figures for 44 libraries in cities 
of more than 200,000 population, published in a recent issue of the Ameri- 
ean Library Association Bulletin, show the acquisition of a million new 
book borrowers during the last two years. During that period the number 
of books borrowed from these same libraries has reached the total of 
157,000,000—an increase of 26,000,000 over the corresponding figures for 
1929. From libraries large and small all over the country the same story 
of the multiplication of demands is told. It would be impossible to esti- 
mate the tremendous value of the service that the public libraries are ren- 
dering at this time. 

Under the cireumstances any curtailment of appropriations for books 
and services in the public libraries would obviously be most short-sighted 
and unwise, and the consequent crippling of the libraries’ efforts to meet 
the needs of the people would be a public calamity. 

Journal of Adult Education, October, 1932. 














American Library Association Regional 
Meeting 


Des Moines, October 12-15, 1932 


The Five-State Regional Conference 
of the American Library Association, 
comprising the state associations of 
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, and 
Nebraska, met in Des Moines October 12 
to 15, 1932. 

Registration opened at 9:30 A. M. and 
delegates used the free time of the morn- 
ing and afternoon in registering, view- 
ing the exhibits, and following their own 
inclinations. 

At 4:00 P. M. a fifteen-minute talk 
was broadeast by Harry Miller Lyden- 
berg, president of the American Library 
Association, over radio stations WHO- 
WOC. Mr. Lydenberg was introduced 
by Mr. Spaulding. 

From 4:00 to 5:30 P. M. a Tea was 
given for the visitors in the Library 
Commission offices, a Librarians’ Hobby 
exhibit being one of the fea'ures of the 
occasion. 

At 8:00 P. M. the evening program 
opened with a pageant in honor of Co- 
lumbus Day, depicting the landing of 
Columbus, presented by the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the Des Moines Chapter of 
the National Italian-American Civic 
League. At its close, in the absence of 
Mr. Baber, president of the Kansas Li- 
brary Association, Ida M. Day, vice 
president, called to order the First Gen- 
eral Session. In the absence of Mayor 
Lewis, Mr. Van Liew brought Greetings 
and a message of welcome from the city 
of Des Moines which was followed by 
Greetings from John C. DeMar, presi- 
dent of the Des Moines Library Board, 
and Ruth U. Carson, president of the 
Des Moines Library Club. Mr. Brig- 
ham, dean of Iowa librarians, in behalf 
of the librarians of the state, weleomed 
the visitors from other states. (Mr. Brig- 
ham’s address will probably appear 
later. ) 

This was followed by an address by 
Mr. Lydenberg on ‘‘The Library and 
the Community’’ in which he made a 
strong plea for the backing of the A. 
L. A. membership campaign, explaining 
the importance of the work done by the 
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Association and the handicap caused by 
the loss of 2,500 members this year, 
corresponding diminished income, 

He explained the proposed i 
and pension plan of the A. L. A. in de 
tail and concluded his talk by 
that librarians insist on spiritual needs 
being satisfied as well as material needs 
and that they gain the support of ther 
communities by bringing their libraries 
into the daily life of the people. 

Mr. Lydenberg was followed by Mx 
Max Mayer of Des Moines who spoke on 
‘*The Community and the Library” jp 
which she told of the library’s influence 
in the Jewish Community Center, whieh 
she directs, and in the community at 
large, saying, ‘‘We overemphasize the 
recreational and the material. Character 
building institutions are never closed, 
There is no winter season in the eduea- 
tional institution, while swimming pools 
and tennis courts are only a part year 
proposition. Good reading is necessary 
in or out of the depression. A 
is a year round affair. Believe it the 
most important thing in the world and 
don’t be too serious about it.”’ 

She also discussed the change in i 
brary attitudes from an old-fashioned 
atmosphere of gloom to the modern wel 
coming staff. 

Following the formal address an it- 
formal reception was held in the South 
Ballroom of the Hotel Fort Des Moimes 
where light refreshments were served by 
the Des Moines Library Club. 


Thursday Morning 


On Thursday morning, October 13th, 
the five separate state associations 
their respective Breakfasts and busines 
meetings. (An account of the meeting 
of the Iowa Library Association appea® 
elsewhere. ) 

At 10:30 a meeting of the library com 
mission workers was held in the 
of the Iowa Library Commission wilh 
Miss Robinson presiding. A demonst® 
tion of educational talking pietur® 
brought by the University of Chita 
Press, was given on the Mezzanine S00r 





of Hotel Fort Des Moines at 11:00. 7 4 





official photograph was taken at the ea" 
door of the hotel at 11:45. fA 
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At noon the Conference Luncheon was 
held in the Ballroom of Hotel Fort Des 
Moines with E. Joanna Hagey. presi- 
dent of the lowa Library Association, 
presiding. With Miss Hagey at the 
speakers’ table were Charles J. Finger 
and his daughter, Helen Finger, and the 
chairmen of the sections and round 
tables of the conference. Miss Hagey 
introduced Mr. Finger who spoke on 
“What’s on my mind about books and 
things,’’ and gave a most interesting and 
helpful talk. 


He said, ‘‘To be an educated person 
means to be a person of character and 
character means to have an opinion. 
Even in this age of indecision we can be 
our own erities.’’ He gave a basis for 
the formation of a critical judgment of 
a book of travel, of a novel, and of 
poetry. The fake book of travel can be 
detected instantly by the daily hair- 
breath experiences of the author. A real 
traveller has foresight enough to avoid 
danger and enemies. Many modern 
books are too full of extraordinary es- 
eapes to be believed. The genuine book 
enlarges our experience as does Scott’s 
description of his Antaretie expedition, 
or Doughty’s ‘‘Travels in Arabia 
Deserta.’’ 


As for the novel, ‘‘Life is a flashing 
river’? and consequently this rules out 
the dull narrative and the erotic sex tale. 
It is not good writing or dialogue, or 
plot that makes a book live, but char- 
acterization. The author must be a 
creator. 


In poetry we have been particularly 
scornful of the fine traditions of our 
past. The Chinaman’s ideal is not a 
blind worship of his fathers but rather 


“to guard well the fine virtues of his 
ancestors. ’’ 


Thursday Afternoon 
At 2:30 section meetings of the Large, 
Medium Sized and Small Libraries, 
Trustees, Hospital and Institutional, 
Children’s and Reference Librarians 
were held simultaneously. (Reports ap- 
pear in the Library Journal for Decem- 
ber 1.) 
Tea was served by the staff of the 
Moines Publie Library in the li- 
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brary auditorium following the adjourn- 
ment of the various sections. 


At 6:30 all who had registered for the 
Conference were the guests of the Hertz- 
berg family at a dinner at Younkers 
Tea Room. Various library school 
groups occupied separate tables and the 
Iowa Library Summer School Society 
was given a separate room. While some 
remained to dance and sing others left 
at 8:30 to visit the Drake University 
Municipal Observatory to look through 
the large telescope and to listen to brief 
talks on astronomy given’ by Pro- 
fessor Jessup and his assistants. 


Friday Morning 

On Friday morning two separate 
groups held Breakfasts at the Hotel 
Fort Des Moines, the Teachers’ College 
Librarians with Anna V. Jennings in 
charge, and the Library Commission 
Workers, with Julia A. Robinson pre- 
siding. 

Following a concert by the North 
High School Band, Sadie T. Kent, presi- 
dent of the Missouri Library Associa- 
tion, called the Second General Session 
to order and introduced the first speaker, 
Dr. Arthur E. Bostwick, librarian of the 
St. Louis Publie Library. Dr. Bostwick 
spoke on ‘‘The Library’s Place in a 
Changing World,’’ saying that the li- 
brary must change, also. Among the 
reasons vital to the changed status of 
the library from the monastic 13th cen- 
tury book collection to the broad scope 
of public libraries today is the fact that 
the public has become more literate and 
consequently there has grown up an 
enormous multiplication of printed ma- 
terial, both of books and newspapers. 
Another reason is that technical litera- 
ture is still in its infancy, and while 
there has been much unnecessary dupli- 
eation in biography and science, there 
are many books in demand not yet in 
existence. Too much distinction, Dr. 
Bostwick thought, has been made be- 
tween recreational and informational 
reading. In closing Dr. Bostwick said 
the library in a changing world is chang- 
ing too, but it is still a collection of 
thoughts for those who need it and for 
those who are not yet aware of their 
needs. (This paper is announced to ap- 













































pear in the January number of the 
Library Journal.) 

In the discussion which followed Dr. 
Bostwick’s address four men and one 
woman spoke from different standpoints 
on the same subject. C. A. Crosser, seec- 
retary of the Des Moines Bureau of 
Municipal Research, declared that tax- 
payers today are not satisfied with the 
repeated statement that the library is a 
character building institution, but de- 
mand more tangible evidence of its use- 
fulness. To be essential to the public 
he advised the libraries to get people 
into the habit of calling the library to 
answer questions; to watch the papers 
and cooperate by telephoning the com- 
mittee or citizen that the library has the 
desired information on hand for their 
use. It is the library’s chance to be 
essential. Let everybody know that you 
have the needed information on hand. 


Gracia Countryman, librarian of the 
Minneapolis Public Library, spoke from 
the librarian’s viewpoint. She said we 
are much too cluttered with material 
things. The depression has shown us 
how poor our inner resources are. The 
library must inspire men and women. 
This is just as important as occupational 
direction. Man cannot live by bread 
alone and he must learn that life is not 
all materialistic. 

Miss Countryman read a recent edi- 
torial on the need of inspiration and 
said that this is the opportunity of the 
church, the school, and the library. 

P. F. Hopkins, city manager of Mason 
City, followed with a discussion of the 
subject from a business standpoint. (This 
paper appears in the December Bulletin 
of the American Library Association). 


Rev. E. G. Williams, pastor of the 
Westminster United Presbyterian 
Church of Des Moines, spoke from the 
standpoint of the library user and of a 
similar social agency. He said a library 
must have all sorts of books on all sorts 
of subjects and to choose wisely demands 
a truly discriminating leadership. The 
present need is for something of truth, 
of beauty, and of security. There have 
always been disheartened people. Now 
there are more than ever. A lowering 
of moral and spiritual life came before 
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our economic depression. We have lost 
the creative and the positive mood. The 
machine was too complex and unguided, 
It was meant for use but it ran ’ 
The heartbreaking need today is for the 
spiritual. Give the intangible, the beay- 
tifully developed tree, rather than the 
serub oak, and above all be kind. 
Friday Afternoon 

The College Librarians met for luneh- 
eon at 1:00 P. M. in the Drake Univer. 
sity Women’s Dormitory with Anna Y, 
Jennings presiding. In the afternoon 
at 2:30 meetings of this section and of 
the County Library section were held 
simultaneously, the former in the Drake 
University Lounge, and the latter in the 
Green Room of Hotel Fort Des Moines. 
The County Library meeting was one of 
the most helpful of the whole session. 
(Report will appear later. See also 
Library Journal for December 1.) 

A luncheon of the Chairmen selected 
at the Spring District Meetings, Miss 
Hagey, and Miss Robinson was also held 
Friday noon and plans for the 19% 
Spring District Meetings were discussed. 

A Book Review Tea was held in Youn- 
ker’s Tea Room at 3:00 P. M. at which 
time Mrs. George Webber gave one of 
her regular book reviews. 


Friday Evening 

At 6:30 P. M. the Conference Banquet 
and the Third General Session were held 
in the Ballroom of Hotel Fort De 
Moines, Gilbert Doane, librarian of the 
University of Nebraska, presiding. Mr. 
Doane first introduced * Professor Paul 
Stoye, head of the Piano Department of 
Drake University, who gave three piano 
numbers which were greatly , 
A message of Greeting was read ; 
the Hon. Dan W. Turner, Governor of 
Iowa. ae 

Others who were introduced and ae 
sponded briefly were Mary Eileen Ahern, 
former editor of Libraries, Dr. 
E. Bostwick, past president of the a 
ican Library Association, Johnson DME 
ham, honorary president of the ows 
Library Association, Mrs. William Lat 
rabee, Jr., president of the Iowa Fede 4 
tion of Women’s Clubs, and Mr, Spa 
ing. a. 
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Edmund Lester Pearson of New York, 
now an author, but formerly a librarian 
and editor, was then introduced and 
spoke on ‘‘ People who write to authors. res 

By a curious mistake in telegraphing 
this title appeared in the program as 
“People who write too often.”’ 


Saturday Morning 

Preceding the Fourth General Session 
at 9:00 A. M. a concert was given by 
the orchestra of the Warren Harding 
Junior High School, under the direction 
of Mr. Wasson. Harriet Ann Wood, 
supervisor of school libraries, of Minne- 
gota, then called the meeting to order 
and presented Charles J. Dutton who 
spoke on ‘‘ An author views the library.’’ 
Mr. Dutton said two-thirds of ali our 
books are sold to libraries. He believed 
there should be no restricted shelf in any 
library. ‘‘This book was published by 
a reputable firm in America’’ should be 
the final answer to all censorship. He 
made a strong plea for the detective 
story, saying it is the only novel of pure 
plot now being written. It is an escape 
from reality and has spiritual value. 
The library’s present duty, however, is 
not to become a sort of an annex to the 
church, though it also must give people 
hope and forgetfulness. 


Dr. Alfred J. Pearson, Dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts of Drake Uni- 
versity, followed with an address on 
“Russia’’ which he had visited during 
the summer. He spoke in detail of pres- 
ent day conditions and the probable fu- 
ture, saying there is no freedom of the 
press or of meeting there. The country 
is run by a highly organized despotic 
Committee, controlled in turn by one 
man. The churches are not closed by 
government edict but by economic pres- 
sure. Marriage and divorce laws are 
destructive to the home, children, and 
morals. 

There have been three advantages of 
the new regime—rapid wiping out of 
illiteracy, the equality of women, and 
great economic development. However, 
telling symptoms of the failure of com- - 
munism have developed during recent 
months. Dr. Pearson predicted that in 
the next dozen years Russia will be like 
the United States. Books, he said, were 


245 


more common and more widely read than 
under the ezars, but were full of prop- 
aganda for communism. 


Mary Eileen Ahern gave a delightful 
talk on ‘‘Reminiscences and Proph- 
ecies,’’ charming her audience with her 
gentle humor. Her generation, she said, 
laic only part of the roads, but left 
much still to be done. 


At the brief business meeting, held 
after Miss Ahern’s address, Mr. Spauld- 
ing read the secretary’s report, giving 
the total registration as 523, distributed 
as follows: Iowa, 290; Kansas, 26; Min- 
nesota, 59; Missouri, 47; Nebraska, 30; 
Illinois, 8; New York, 4; and 1 each 
from Oregon and Wisconsin. Twenty- 
eight exhibitors and visitors brought the 
final total. 


Ernest Hertzberg, Conference treas- 
urer, gave his report which appears in 
full below. Alice Baldwin, chairman of 
the Resolutions Committee, presented 
her report which will also appear. 


Gilbert H. Doane presented an invi- 
tation from Omaha to hold the next Con- 
ference in that city at any convenient 
date. 


Mr. Spaulding closed the meeting by 
leading the audience in singing Auld 
Lang Syne. 

(This report is made up from the 
secretary ’s minutes of the Convention, 
the stenotyped transcript, and the report 
of the secretary of the Iowa Library 
Association.) 


Report of Resolutions Committee 

Be it resolved: 

That the heartfelt thanks of the Five-State 
Conference of the American Library Aseo- 
ciation be extended to the officials of Des 
Moines for their welcome; 


To Forrest Spaulding and to Julia A. Rob- 
inson and their corps of efficient workers 
who have forgotten nothing that could add 
to the pleasure and comfort of visitors, not 
the least being the courtesy cars and the 
beautifully appointed teas at the Des Moines 
Public Library and the Iowa Library Com- 
mission; to Professor Paul Stoye and Drake 
University; to Smouse Opportunity School; 
to the Des Moines Public Schools; the Hertz- 
berg Bindery for the most convenient pro- 
grams and to the Hertzberg family for the 
delightful dinner; to the ge committee 
for a splendidly planned and executed pro- 
gram; to all the speakers who have given so 
generously of their time; to the management 
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of the Hotel Fort Des Moines, and the other 
hotels of the city for the thoughtful arrange- 
ments for the comfort, conveniences and 
pleasure of the members of this conference; 
to WHO-WOC, Central Broadcasting Com- 
pany; and to the press of the city which has 
reported so generously the proceedings of 
this conference. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Atice M. WALDRON, 
MAE INGLES, 

Ruta HAMMOND, 
Erne. Berry, 

Eva Canon. 


Treasurer's Report 
RECEIPTS: 

Exhibitors $ 920.50 
Loeal Contributions.... 125.00 
Registrations, 514 at 

$1.00 
Banquet, 348 tickets at 

$1.25 
Luncheon, 319 tickets at 

75 cents 


$2,233.75 


DISBURSEMENTS: 

Speakers 

Printing and Reporting 310.31 

Signs and Erecting of 
Exhibits 

Entertainment 

Publicity 

Miscellaneous 

Balance of Cash, dis- 
tributed to the five 
state organizations, as 


Minnesota 
Missouri 
Nebraska 


$2,233.75 


ERNEST HERTZBERG, Treasurer, 
Five-State Regional Conference of 
the A. L. A. 





Iowa Library Association 
Executive Board Meeting 


October 12, 1932 


An Executive Board meeting was held 
in the Hotel Fort Des Moines, Des 
Moines, at 3:00 P. M., Wednesday, Octo- 
ber 12, 1932, with the following mem- 
bers present: Miss Hagey, Miss Baird, 
Miss Walpole, Miss Martin, and Mr. 
Spaulding. 

As the A. L. A. meeting will be held 
in Chicago, October 15-21, 1933, to avoid 
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_meeting were read. 


‘ Ss as 


conflict with this meeting a proposal was 
made that the next I. L. A. meeting be 

held in connection with the annual Mid. 

summer Conference in Iowa City jp 

July, 1933. 


Miss Walpole reported 282 registra. 


‘tions to date. 


At the request of a group of members 
the following by-law has been proposed: 
‘*That by unanimous vote of the mem. 
bers present at any meeting Hon 
Life members may be elected who shall 
be exempt from the paymert of daes.” 

The meeting adjourned. 

EvizaBeTH Martin, Secretary, 





Breakfast and Business 
October 13, 1932 


An Iowa Breakfast was held at 8:0 
Thursday morning, October 13, 1932 in 
the Florentine Room of the Hotel Sa 
very, followed by the regular busines 
meeting of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion, with the president, E. Joanna 
Hagey in the chair. Ninety-three were 
present. 

Miss Hagey thanked the Des Moines 
librarians in behalf of the out of town 
Iowans for their remarkable manage 
ment of the Regional Conference. In 
her message she stressed the inereased 
use of libraries during the depression by 
all classes and for a great variety of 
purposes. She stated that library ap 
propriations had not kept pace the last 
few years with other departments o 
government and should not be eut # 
severely. She expressed her regret that 
county libraries had not been 
before the depression. We must strive, 
she said, to make the library an i 
part of everyday life that in p 
books will not be forgotten. 
thanked the members of the 100 
for their loyalty during the last year. 

The reading of the minutes of the last 
meeting were waived as they had beet 
printed in the Jowa Library Quarterly. 


The minutes of the Wednesday Board 


Mr. Brown moved 
and Miss Story seconded their accept 
ance. Carried. ~ 
Taking it for granted that the 
posed amendment to the by-laws, 
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lishing Honorary Life Membership be- 
eame effective by the adoption of this 
report, Mr. Spaulding placed in nomina- 
tion the names of Alice Tyler and Mary 
Eileen Ahern for election as Honorary 
Life Members of the lowa Library Asso- 
ciation. This was unanimously endorsed 
and the secretary was instructed to send 
to Miss Tyler and Miss Ahern notifica- 
tion of the association’s action and the 
greetings of the association. 

Miss Robinson brought greetings from 
Miss Tyler who expressed regret at her 
inability to be present. 

Opal Tanner reported 365 registra- 
tions to date about 200 of whom are 
from lowa. 

Mr. Spaulding then introduced Gov- 
ernor Dan Turner who greeted the Asso- 
ciation briefly, praising the librarians 
for their work throughout the state. 

The report of the Publicity Commit- 
tee was given by Letha M. Davidson, 
Chairman, who stated that on account 
of economic conditions the committee 
had acted as a clearing-house for sug- 
gestions and thanked the district chair- 
men for their reports. 


A. M. Deyoe, as chairman of the Leg- 
islative Committee, reported that a leg- 
islative program had been discussed by 
the committee as follows: (1) need for 
county libraries (2) demands for con- 
solidation of state library departments 
(3) need for definite training and cer- 
tification of librarians. He concluded, 
“However, the Committee was unan- 
imously of the opinion that under pres- 
ent economic conditions it would be 
untimely to initiate any library legisla- 
tion, but rather we should be prepared 
to oppose any legislation that would 
affect libraries adversely.’’ 

Mae C. Anders, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Relations to Booksellers and 
Publishers, reported that its exhibit at 
the Fort Des Moines Hotel was its best 
result. The space was sold out before 
the meeting and some makeshift ar- 
Tangements were finally necessary to 
satisfy late exhibitors. She stated that 
the Hertzberg Bindery deserved most 
of the credit for its success. 

_ The size, arrangement and extremely 
Interesting exhibits were subjects of 
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continued and enthusiastic comment 
throughout the conference. 


Further business brought before the 
meeting was as follows: Eva T. Canon 
reported on membership in the Ameri- 
ean Library Association. She advocated 
prompt payment of dues and stressed 
the membership value to librarians and 
trustees. Mary Humphrey also empha- 
sized the value of this membership. 

After a discussion of a Contributing 
Membership of $25.00 from the Iowa Li- 
brary Association to the American Li- 
brary Association, Lydia M. Barrette 
moved that such a membership be taken. 
This motion was seconded and passed 
unanimously. 


Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon reported on the 
A.L.A. annuity or retirement plan to be 
given to the Executive Board for its 
approval at Chicago next year. She ex- 
plained the two classes in the plan—the 
noncontributary in which the employee 
pays all, and the contributary in which 
both employee and institution pay cer- 
tain amounts. 

Charles H. Brown spoke of the read- 
ing of books over WOI at Ames for the 
last four years and of the 1,300 letters 
he had received directly reporting the 
sale of books inspired by radio broad- 
casting, of the 4,000 copies of such books 
sold in Iowa alone, of his campaign with 
the New York publishers in which he 
proved to them the great financial bene- 
fit of book broadcasting, and of the con- 
sequent, almost unanimous permission, 
given him to read whatever he chose. 


He stated that Publisher’s Weekly had 
published an article written by him on 
book broadcasting. He spoke of the 
gratitude shown for the readings by the 
blind and by invalids. Mr. Brown ex- 
pressed his thanks to the libraries and 
the bookstores for the aid given which 
was necessary to convince eastern pub- 
lishers to allow a continuance of the 
WOI readings. 

Julia A. Robinson gave a brief report 
as Secretary of the Iowa Library Com- 
mission. She stressed the fact that the 
desire of the rural population for books 
must come before a county library is 
established and called the attention of 
librarians to the present opportunities to 
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stimulate a vital craving for reading. 
She reported increased rural requests 
coming to the Traveling Library and re- 
ferred to the radio broadcasting from 
WOI as doing more, she believed, to 
stimulate a desire for books among the 
rural people than anything else which 
is being done in Iowa today. She urged 
librarians to use care in buying new 
books and in making replacements, and 
emphasized the need of watching legis- 
lations affecting libraries. She closed 
her report with the wish that we might 
have courage under difficulties, cheer- 
fulness under discouragement, and 
through it all a real joy in our work. 


The secretary read a letter from the 
Sarah N. Bogle Memorial Fund Com- 
mittee, asking for contributions for an 
endowment fund to bring foreign li- 
brarians to the United States and Can- 
ada and to send American and Canadian 
librarians to foreign countries for study. 
No action was taken. 

Miss Hagey announced that the 
A.L.A. meeting for 1933 will be held in 
Chicago and referring to the action of 
the Executive Board to hold a summer 
meeting in Iowa City, stated that she 
had learned that there may be no Li- 
brarians Conference in Iowa City next 
July. Mildred Pike gave a cordial in- 
vitation to the LL.A. to hold its next 
meeting in Sioux City. A general dis- 
cussion was held in which a number of 
proposals were made, to hold a separate 
meeting as usual, to omit the Iowa meet- 
ing in the state and to hold it in connec- 
tion with the A. L. A. meeting in Chi- 
cago next October, and also to hold it in 
Iowa City if the Midsummer Conference 
materializes. Much stress was laid on 
the financial saving possible under a 
combined I. L. A. and A. L. A. conven- 
tion. 

Miss Hagey suggested and Johnson 
Brigham moved that the Hertzberg 
Bindery, and especially Ernest Hertz- 
berg, be thanked for their cooperation in 
helping to make this Conference a suc- 
cess. The motion was passed unan- 
imously. 

Miss Anders announced that the Uni- 
versity of Chicago is sponsoring a mo- 
tion film on educational subjects which 
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will be shown at 11:00 in the pe 
Room of the Hotel Fort Des Moines, 
The Nomination Committee eo 
of Cornelia Rhynsberger, chairman 
T. Canon, and Mrs. Maude L. ri 
presented the following names for of. 
ficers for the coming year (the presi. 
dent, second vice president, and treas. 
urer holding over) : 
First Vice President, May B. Ditch, 
Ottumwa. 


Secretary, Mrs. H. Bernard Gray, 
Fort Dodge. 

Registrar, Abbie J. Converse, Creseo, 

Executive Board Member, Mrs. Cora 
Poor Millard, Burlington. 

On motion of Miss Rhynsburger this 
report was accepted and the officers 
were declared elected. 

The meeting adjourned. 

ELizaABeETH Martin, Secretary, 





Memberships for 1933 Paid During or Previ- 
ous to the Regional Conference, Des 
Moines, October 12-15, 1932 
Carpenter, H. M., Interested Citizen, Mom 
ticello. 
Centerville Public Library. 
Cloughly, Mrs. Charles W., Trustee, Fort 
Madison. 
Cowre, Annie, Interested Citizen, Waterlos, 
Dawson, George H., Trustee, Fort Madison 
Emmetsburg Publie Library. 
Fahey, R. W., Trustee, Fort Madison. 
Frailey, J. R., Trustee, Fort Madison, 
Laird, Axel, Trustee, Fort Madison. 
Malvern Public Library. 
Marshalltown Public Library. 
Martin, Elizabeth, Staff, Davenport. 
Masonic Library, Cedar Rapids. 
Montague, Ruth, Staff, Council Bluffs, — 
Osage Public Library. 
Paul, Mrs. Harold W., Trustee, Fort Mad 
son. 
Robers, Mary J., Trustee, Fort Madison, 
Sae City Public ‘Library. 
Scherfe, W. A., Trustee, 
Story, Alice, Librarian, 
Wahrer, Mrs. C. F., Trustee, Fort 
Wilson, Lelia 8., Staff, Iowa Library Com 
mission, Des Moines. ae 


Membership Dues for 10383 Paid oan 
Conrad, Freda, Staff, écaas Rapids. 


Treasurer’s 
October 31, 1931, November 30, 1982 
Balance on hand October 31, 1951 


14 libraries at 
13 libraries at 
67 libraries at 

5 libraries at 
62 libraries at $1 
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92 staff members at $1.00..... 92.00 
1 staff member at $1.00 (2 

years) EST 2.00 
25 trustees at BL.00. wncseccees 25.00 
9 trustees at $1.00 (2 years). 18.00 
& interested citizens at $1.00. . 8.00 
1 firm, Hertzberg Bindery at 

BEBO... cccccceccesecees 5.00 





Total Memberships, 297...$ 609.50 
Addition from exhibit space, 


meeting 1931] .......--. (tees 30.00 
Interest on Savings Deposit (1 

year) jo eue oS peed oe ees 17.50 
I. L. A.’s share of balance from 

Regional Conference ....... 46.49 





Total receipts .......... 


Total to account for.... .. 
DISBURSEMENTS 

Executive Board December 9, 

NGA. o< an eh Salk EE $ 64.19 
Co. Liby. Com. Meeting, Janu- 

ary 19, BOGS. casts eciaecons 15.19 
President's expenses, District 

and Des Moines meetings... . 54.76 
Treasurer's expenses — postage 





and record book........... 10.00 
Membership Com. 1931, postage 2.50 
Speaker, District Meeting... .. 5.00 
DEER wk ccvvcdevecte peeve 36.55 
en ae MOOR. oensctcmaseasne 44.75 
Insurance on I. L. A. books 

stored at Waterloo......... 48.00 
Contributing Membership, A 

ak cebbeeeesWepeeewes-s 25.00 
Secretary's expenses, postage, 

eee ee ee 2.69 

rrr ro 18 

Total Disbursements ..... $ 308.81 
Balance on hand November 30, 

Mn) sbe0rcdceocatebuchwar 1,183.12 





703.49 





$1,491.93 


$1,491.93 


ELIZABETH WALPOLE, Treasurer. 





Iowa White House Conference 


The attention of the librarians and 
book committees of the estate is called 
to the Proceedings of the Iowa White 
House Conference on Child Health and 


Protection, held in Des Moines April 14 , 


and 15, 1932. 


The reason for this conference and the 
publication of its Proceedings is ‘‘the 
hope that they will bring increasing in- 
terest in the study of child welfare and 
the relations that it sustains to a better 


lowa tomorrow.”’ 


_ This volume should be in every library 
in the state, and not only so but pub- 
licity should be given to it that it may 
be sought by those especially interested 
in this subject and read by many others. 

The article on ‘‘Reading’’ with refer- 
ence to the libraries of Iowa should have 
the attention of all librarians and li- 


brary boards. 


These Proceedings may be ordered of 
the lowa State Teachers Association, 414 
Building, Des Moines. The price 


is $1.95, 


Financing the Public Library* 
By J. Sidney Johnson, Trustee 
Marshalltown Public Library 


Our public libraries are being threat- 
ened by the hysteria which is sweeping 
the country demanding tax reduction. 
Self-appointed committees and mass 
meetings of taxpayers are demanding 
reductions in governmental expend- 
itures. Ill-considered recommendations 
are getting attention from intimidated 
city councils, whose responsibility it is 
to levy taxes for the support of public 
libraries. In the meanwhile, the legally 
constituted authorities in charge of the 
public libraries and other public institu- 
tions see through these demands a threat 
that will limit the activities of these 
institutions and their opportunity to be 
of service at a time when the libraries 
particularly are receiving unusual de- 
mands from those with enforced leisure 
time. 


In the Marshalltown public library, of 
which I am a trustee, without a hearing 
nor an opportunity to present our side 
of the case, the city council arbitrarily 
accepted the recommendations of a com- 
mittee representing an unorganized 
body of taxpayers. As a result, our tax 
levy has been cut to a point where it 
will eripple our service and probably 
disappoint the rapidly increasing num- 
ber of patrons. We have enjoyed an 
income of approximately $12,000.00, 
which represents 72¢ per capita as com- 
pared with a tax income ten years ago 
of 73e per capita. There has been an 
actual increase of 8% in taxes for li- 
brary purposes in our community dur- 
ing these ten years, while our circula- 
tion has increased 100% and the 
population of the city 10%. Without 
considering requirements of the institu- 
tion to render satisfactory service, this 
committee of tax payers recommended a 
reduction in expenditures and so in- 
timidated the city council that they ac- 
cepted their recommendations. So, for 
the year beginning April 1, 1933, we 
shall have only $8,750.00 instead of 
approximately $12,000.00 to finance our 
publie library. 

Personally I am thoroughly in sym- 
pathy with efforts to reduce taxes. Most 
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of us have suffered individually from a 
reduction of income. We know that 
there are ten or twelve million people 
out of work and suffering in this coun- 
try. I have no quarrel with the pur- 
poses of these committees of taxpayers, 
although I differ somewhat as to the 
methods they employ in accomplishing 
these purposes. At the same time, I 
believe that extraordinary methods are 
somewhat justifiable in times like these. 
While in our particular case, our board 
of trustees had previously made a re- 
duction in our request for funds for the 
support of the library, and then this 
year made a further reduction, probably 
we have been more concerned with main- 
taining the high standards of service 
rendered by the institution than we 
have in saving the taxpayers’ money. 


We rather pride ourselves upon the 
harmonious. situation which exists 
among our boards of library trustees. 
Usually we have served for a number 
of years. We frequently hear of trus- 
tees who have served ten, twenty, or 
even thirty years. A long period of 
service as a member of a_ board of 
trustees has come to be a mark of honor. 
We get along pretty well together. We 
enjoy our contact with the library staff 
and we like to feel that our interest in 
books and reading serves a useful pur- 
pose in our communities. We enjoy 
meeting each other year after year at 
state conferences and regional meetings, 
if not at the A. L. A. meetings. 


As library trustees we are rather self- 
satisfied, perhaps a little complacent and 
we quickly resent the activities of these 
unorganized groups who would threaten 
the activities of our libraries. We know 
that people are out of work and suffer- 
ing. We rather complain ourselves on 
account of our reduced incomes. And 
yet, we are aware of the rapid increase 
in circulation and the greater demands 
that are being made upon our libraries 
as social institutions during these times 
of distress from those with enforced 
leisure. Perhaps then, we need someone 
to threaten the very continued existence 
of our libraries in order to awaken us to 
the gravity of the situation and the 
need, not only for reducing expend- 
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itures, but of telling the public 
about the service we are rendering in 
our communities. 


I selected the Rotary Club as a publie 
tribunal. I might have selected the 
Lions or Kiwanis Clubs, the Chamber 
of Commerce or any other group. The 
Rotary Club offered to permit each 
member to bring one invited guest. %o 
these club members and their invited 
guests, I outlined our budget in detail, 
explained the salary cuts we had made 
and the reduction in taxes we had asked 
from the city council. And then I told 
of the activities of the unorganized 
group, which had intimidated our eity 
council and forced a reduction in our 
tax revenue that seriously threatens our 
ability to serve the library patrons of 
the community. I told these people that 
we had accepted the situation and were 
willing to abide by the reduction in 
taxes. However, I pointed out the very 
serious situation which will prevail in 
the future, if this reduction of income 
is made permanent. Our municipal 
band, which entertains many people 
once each week during the summer and 
fall is a worth while public institution 
In times like these we might perhaps 
find entertainment elsewhere and save 
the expense of a municipal band. While 
I do not attend the concerts, I am 
fectly willing to support the 80 
that our people may have music occa 
sionally at the public expense. However, 
this municipal band receives one and & 
quarter mills, while our library serving 
more than 50% of the population of the 
city is asked to get along on three mills, 
which is manifestly out of all Lag 2 
tion to the service rendered by 
two public institutions. s 


My address at the Rotary Club was 


enthusiastically received. Members of 
the tax reduction committee were pre 
ent and hastened to assure me that they 
were glad to know our side of the situ# 
tion and appreciated our willi 
accept the tax cut in such a fine 3 
The mayor personally told me that 
would not stand for any further re 
tion of expenditures without 
regularly constituted authorities 
portunity to be heard. Others 
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ought to have a mass meeting of tax 
payers at which this entire proposition 
could be presented for consideration. 


To my way of thinking, this situation 
offers a challenge to library trustees. No 
longer can we sit back in a satisfied way 
and enjoy the honor and prestige which 
comes to us through membership on a 
board of trustees. We must sell our 
public libraries to our communities. We 
must meet the demands of self-ap- 
pointed committees and unorganized 
groups of taxpayers by telling people 
what we are doing and the service we 
are rendering right now especially 
through the library as a social institu- 
tion. We must accept the challenge, 
meet the situation and sell our libraries 
to the people of our communities. And 
at the same time, we must insist that, 
as a board of trustees, legally constituted 
and responsible for the service rendered 
by the library in our community, our 
opinions must be respected, perhaps 
even in preference to those of the self- 
appointed committees and voluntary 
groups whose sole demand is a reduction 
in expenditures, and who, after accom- 
plishing their purpose can go home, sit 
down and let someone else be responsible 
for the administration of the institution, 
whose service they may have seriously 
crippled through their ill-considered and 
arbitrary demands. 





A Few Suggestions from the County 
Library Committee 


Onee Horace Greeley wired his re- 
porter “‘Are there any news’’ and his 
reporter wired the reply, ‘‘ Not a new.’”’ 
That is the present predicament of the 
County Library Committee. But we 
thought we might remind you of a few 
things that aren’t ‘‘news.”’ 


_First. Refer to your letter of sugges- 
tions sent out by the committee last 
January, 1932, and see if there isn’t 
something you can do that you haven’t 
already done to create more readers in 
your county. 


Second. Offer as a suggestion through 
your local papers to your rural com- 
munity the idea of a library card as a 

stmas gift, an ideal gift for the en- 
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tire family and one that would be a 
**year-round’’ gift. 


Third. Ask your patrons if they 
would net be willing to give you the files 
of their magazines when they are 
through instead of discarding them as 
many do. Then make a sort of ‘‘depot’’ 
in some corner of your library, down- 
stairs, perhaps, and out of your way, 
and let your county teachers know that 
they may have them for the asking. Let 
them in turn distribt ce them to the 
various homes in their school districts. 

There will be many a home where 
these magazines will be the only reading 
material that they have and you may 
rest assured it will be appreciated. In 
Indianola this is being done and thanks 
to our generous citizens we have valu- 
able magazines in the little ‘‘depot’’ we 
have arranged downstairs in a conveni- 
ent corner. Hundreds have been given 
away. 

A long winter’s evening is much more 
delightful when spent with a magazine 
than with nothing. No paid borrower? 
No, but eventually more readers. 

Yours for ‘‘broader contacts, more 
readers, and a Happy New Year.’’ 

Mary E. McCoy, Chairman. 


Book Week 

The editor of the lowa Library Quar- 
terly is overwhelmed at the thought of 
attempting to report the observances of 
Book Week in the libraries of the state 
as she contemplates the scores of elip- 
pings coming through the clipping serv- 
ice. 

And even to make any mention of 
those libraries which have sent accounts 
of their work through letters will oceupy 
more space in this number than the ac- 
count of the Regional Meeting will per- 
mit. 

By the time for the next number to 
appear, she hopes she may be able to 
present an article which will be helpful 
next year. 








On July 1, 1932, the Iowa Library 
Commission completed thirty-two years 
of work. During that time the number 
of tax-supported libraries in the state 
has grown from forty-eight in 1900 to 
178 on July 1, 1932. 
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Trustees’ Round Table 

The Trustees’ Round Table of the 
Regional Conference was held on Thurs- 
day afternoon in a private dining room 
at Hotel Fort Des Moines with Mrs. H. 
M. Carpenter, Jr., a trustee from Mon- 
ticello, in the chair. About forty were 
in attendance. 


After a talk on ‘‘The best books of 
the past year,’’ by Eleanor Hubbard 
Garst, editor of the Book Page of Better 
Homes and Gardens, J. Sidney Johnson, 
trustee from Marshalltown, read a paper 
on ‘‘Financing the Public Library.’’ 
(This paper appears elsewhere in thiS 
number of the Quarterly.) 

A discussion followed and various 
items of economy were suggested. 

The paper on ‘‘How Can the Library 
Aid the Unemployment Situation,’’ was 
not presented, but the subject was freely 
diseussed by those present. 

The paper on ‘‘The Percentage of 
Nonfiction to Fiction’’ brought out the 
conelusion that the percentage of non- 
fiction was gradually growing higher 
and this was to be commended as much 
excellent material is found in nonfiction. 

Mrs. H. M. Carpenter, Jr., 


Chairman, Monticello. 





County Libraries Round Table 
The County Library Round Table was 


held on Friday, October 14th, at 2:30 
P. M. at Hotel Fort Des Moines with 
Ethel I. Berry of Minneapolis presiding. 
A report of the county library or rural 
extension work in the different states was 
given by state representatives present. 

Mary McCoy of Indianola reported 
for Iowa that two counties, Hardin and 
Page, had established county library 
service to rural schools through con- 
tracts with the county supervisors and 
in several other counties rural service 
in some form was being given to schools 
or townships through contracts with 
public libraries. She outlined plans 
whereby reading might be made a major 
interest among the rural population 
(Miss MeCoy’s report, as chairman of 
the County Library Committee, will 
probably appear later.) 


ad 
by, 


Ida M. Day of Kansas reported tha 
seven counties in Kansas receive some 
kind of book service, but that no 
has a true county library. She stated 
that Kansas needed both a field worker 
and a county library demonstration, — 

Clara F. Baldwin of Minnesota told 
of the work in Minnesota, reporti 
seven regular County Libraries 
some service is given in four additional 
counties. Three book wagons are sed 
Hennepin county leads with twenty-one 
branches, seventeen deposit stations, and 
one hundred and six schools. She be 
lieves regional libraries are needed, com. 
bining severa! counties. 

Helen Birch reported for Missouri 
and spoke of the State Extension System 
which has been sought from the legisla 
ture. At present a contract can be made 
with a county court, renewable each 
year, the county court paying a fixed 
rate for each book circulated. 

Nellie M. Carey of Nebraska spoke for 
Nebraska and reported that the state had 
no County Libraries. The Nebraska Li 
brary Commission loans books through- 
out the state and is trying to establish 
regional libraries. 

These reports were followed by a talk 
by Mrs. Floyd George of Janesville, 
Iowa, who spoke on ‘‘ What a 
Library and the Loss of It Meams 
Mrs. George is a farmer’s wife who had 
a collection of books in her home during 
the Black Hawk County Demonstration, 
conducted last year, and therefore spoke 
from experience on both phases of the 
subject. (Mrs. George’s paper will ap 
pear later.) ee: 

Erne. I. Berry, Chairman, 


Mary F. Parmevee, Secretary. 





Governor Turner has appointed i 
Howard Tedford a member of the 10¥ 
Library Commission to take the place 
Mrs. John Fox Lake whose term explt 
July 1st, last. Mrs. Tedford is 
tary of the library board at . 
and comes to the Commission Wit 
knowledge of the needs of a smay 
brary. i 
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Trustees at the A. L. A. Midwinter 
Meeting 

“Popular government, social welfare 
and libraries’’ will be the subject of an 
open meeting of the Council on Thurs- 
day morning, December 29th, during the 
A.L. A. Midwinter Meetings. 

At a meeting of the Trustee’s Section 
in the afternoon, ‘‘ Library revenues for 
essential service’’ will be the topic for 
informal discussion. 

The A. L. A. urges that libraries send 
trustee delegates for this day or any 
part of it—or that trustees expecting to 
be in the vicinity on this day plan to 
attend one or both of these meetings. 

Will the librarian from which library 
trustees will be present indicate the 
name or names who will represent the 
library board on a post card and send it 
to the American Library Association, 
520 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois. A copy of the December issue 
of the Bulletin with travel and hotel in- 
formation will then be sent to those con- 
sidering attendance. 





Iowa Library Summer School Society 

The annual meeting of the Iowa Li- 
brary Summer School Society was held 
at Younker’s Tea Room, Thursday eve- 
ning, at 6:30, October 16th. Thirty- 
one members were present. 

Mrs. Lillian Hays, the president, gave 
a short address. 


_ This was followed by roll call aecord- 
ing to year of attendance at the Summer 


Sehool. 


Minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and approved. 


The report of the treasurer was read 
and accepted. 

Miss Felsenthal, Acting Director of 
the Summer School for several years 
past, was present and gave a brief ad- 

regarding the Summer School of 
the present season. 

It was moved and seconded that a 
member of the Summer School faculty 
be on the Scholarship Loan Fund Com- 
mittee. Carried. 

Nominating Committee presented 
following names for officers for the 
Coming year: 


President—Elizabeth Walpole, Storm 
Lake. 

Vice-President—Mrs. 
Algona. 

Secretary-Treasurer — Mayme 
ters, Tipton. 

This report was adopted and the of- 
ficers were declared elected. 

A rising vote of thanks was given to 
the members of the Hertzberg family for 
the delicious dinner served. 

Adjournment. 

Mary J. Bowman, Treasurer. 


Lura Sanders, 


Wal- 





Treasurer’s Report 
Balance on hand October 7, 1931 
Amount received on loan November 


$114.63 


$139.63 

This amount was deposited in the 

Cerro Gordo State Bank of Clear Lake, 

Iowa. Early in January, 1932, the bank 

failed and up to date none of the funds 

deposited in this bank have been avail- 
able. 


Amount received on loan to Miss 
Blakely April 5th 
Interest on this loan May 14th 


Dues received at annual dinner 


Amount on hand October 16, 1932....% 93.50 
Mary J. Bowman, Treasurer. 





Iowa Library Commission Biennial 
Report 


The biennial report of the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission has been mailed to 
the libraries of the state. 

Disappointment may be felt at not 
finding the statistical tables usually in- 
eluded for books and finances. After be- 
ing prepared and sent to the Governor 
these were omitted by the Superintend- 
ent of Printing in the interest of econ- 
omy. 

As they cover the period from April 
1, 1931, to March 30, 1932, they show 
less difference from the preceding year 
than will this year’s report, and though 
the latter figures there will be larger for 
circulation the libraries will probably 
maintain their former ranking. 

This is the sixteenth biennial report 
issued by the Library Commission. 











Library Section Iowa State Teachers’ 
Association, 1932 

The Library Section of the Iowa State 
Teachers Association met at the Cherry 
Tea Garden at East 12th Street and 
Grand Avenue, Thursday, November 3, 
1932, for its first luncheon, which was 
much enjoyed by all present. During 
lunch each person was asked to intro- 
duce herself. This helped all to become 
better acquainted and served as a real 
ice-breaker. 

After the luncheon the meeting ad- 
journed to the office of the lowa Library 
Conimission for the regular program. 
The meeting was again called to order 
by the president, Gertrude Duke of Ot- 
tumwa. The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and approved. The 
president announced that due to a con- 
fusion in the date for the meeting, Mrs. 
Maddy of Oskaloosa, who was to lead a 
round table discussion of ‘‘ Perplexing 
Library Problems’’ could not be pres- 
ent. 


Then followed a program which was 
very interesting as well as instructive. 
Helen Parker of the Children’s Depart- 
ment of the Des Moines Publie Library, 
reviewed 15 books suitable for the high 
school reading list. 


Evelyn Kanak, librarian of the West 
Waterloo High School, gave a splendid 
talk on ‘‘Ways and Means to Make the 
High School Efficient.’ Many phases 
of cooperation between teachers and the 
librarian were discussed. A set of 10 
lessons for library instruction for high 
school freshmen was recommended. Ada 
Wood of the Ames High School Library 
in her talk on ‘‘ Cooperation Between the 
Public and School Library,’’ outlined 
the system used at Ames. Many help- 
ful suggestions were given. 


In the discussion which followed the 
program, Miss Robinson’s invitation to 
meet again in the Library Commission 
rooms was accepted. It was voted to 
have a luncheon again preceding the 
program, and it was suggested that the 
new president appoint her own commit- 
tee for its arrangement. Mrs. Long of 
North High and Miss Oslund of Roose- 
velt High, both of Des Moines, were ap- 
pointed as such a committee. Friday 


afternoon was approved as a better day 
for the meeting. Miss Robinson was 
given a vote of thanks for the use of 
office. The following officers 
elected for 1933: 

President—Winnie Lindquist, Lineolp 
High, Des Moines. 

Seeretary—Ada Wood, High Sehool, 
Ames. 

JupItH OVERBY, Secretary, 





Libraries and Parent Education 

The National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers is seeking to emphasize parent 
education through conferences and ip 
stitutes, held by its specialist, Alice 
Sowers. 

Miss Sowers recently spent some time 
in Iowa and the attention of the libra 
rians in the towns where conferences 
were held was called to the conferences 
and the. librarians were urged to offer 
their cooperation, which we trust was 
done. 

A list of books for study groups has 
been compiled for the National Congres 
of Parents and Teachers and printed by 
the American Library Association. 

The Library Commission has agreed 
to furnish a list of these books that the 
Traveling Library has for printing i@ 
the Iowa Parent-Teacher. Librarians wil 
do well to send for a copy of this list 
and buy as they are able, or borrow 
the Library Commission to supply th 
ealls which will probably come to them 
from local chapters and members of the 
P. T. A. i 

Iowa Library Quarterly, Volume il 

This number of the Quarterly ci 
pletes Volume 11 of the lowe 
Quarterly, covering the years 1929, ® 
31, and ’32. aie 

The Index to this volume will ® 
mailed with the next number or a# 
later date. Dy 








The number of volumes in the li r ries 
of Iowa and the circulation of t eb 


has had a growth corresponding 10 ™ 
growth in the number of libraries: ™ 
1900 there was no thought of @ 
libraries. In 1932, though there” 
only two, there is a large interest? 
subject. 
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Rural Library Work in Dubuque 
County 

The work done for the past two or 
more years and still being done in the 
rural schools of Dubuque County, is so 
unique that it deserves more attention 
than it is receiving from women’s clubs 
and library people. 

At the time the County Supervisors 
of this county refused to levy a county 
tax for library purposes, Mrs. Herbert 
Adams, its most active advocate, though 
greatly discouraged, was not daunted, 
and proceeded to put into operation a 
county library service of her own. 

From her own children’s library and 
donations from the Dubuque Library 
and other sources, she gathered a group 
of books, mended those which needed 
mending, and started a county traveling 
library system in the schools readily 
reached from Dubuque, carrying them 
out and exchanging and returning them 
with her own ear. 

The work has been continued through 
the school year for the past two years 
and is operating today. She writes un- 
der date of December Ist: ‘‘My little 
library flourishes. I’ve returned just 
now from taking books to 24 schools. 
Will take more late this afternoon or 
tomorrow, 608 in all. Now I have 600 
books to look over, check in the file, and 
mend and pack to send out again. I 
have added seven schools to my list this 
fall. Last year in eight months I took 
out 3,031 books. This year in four 
months I have taken out 2,305. There 
are 1,268 catalogued for cireulation.”’ 

Mrs. Adams has some snapshots which 
have been taken of a few of the schools 
with the children clustered about the 
door, looking at books. The films she 
has left with the teachers who are hav- 
ing copies made for the children to put 
on Christmas cards for their mothers— 
Mrs. Adams adding, ‘‘How is that for 
propaganda ?’’ 





In the increase of library facilities of 
the state the Library Commission has 
a leading part. Mr. Brigham has 
been president of the Iowa Library Com- 
mission since its beginning. It has had 


'Wo seeretaries, Miss Tyler and Miss 
binson. 
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Library News of the State 











Ames—State College—Through the will of 
Dr. O. G. Cessna, college chaplain for 30 
years, his library of 700 volumes was given 
to the college to be circulated through the 
library. They are to be assigned a section 
which will be known as ‘‘The Chaplain’s 
Corner.’’ 


Anamosa—Owing to the lack of money for 
the purchase of new books and at the request 
of many patrons, a pay shelf has been estab- 
lished by the library. 


Burlington—Mrs. Cora Poor Millard, li- 
brarian, was seriously injured when she was 
knocked down by an automobile on the eve- 
ning of October 3lst. She was unconscious 
for several days, but at the last report was 
improving. 


Carlisle—The public school has received a 
legacy of $14,000 for the school library, one- 
half to be used for the immediate purchase 
of books, and the balance as an endowment 
for the additions to the library from year to 
year. 

Carroll—In commemoration of the centen- 
ary of the birth of Lewis Carroll, which was 
also the birth of ‘‘Alice in Wonderland,’’ 
Sadie R. Stevens, librarian, has a table in 
the library which brings back memories of 
Alice and her travels through Wonderland. 

She has also arranged a display of books 
on ‘*Hobbies’’ and has invited patrons to 
bring their hobbies to the library as a part 
of this exhibit. The first hobby to be exhib- 
ited was a collection of foreign stamps. 

Clear Lake—Eleven new books have been 
added by Mr. and Mrs. L. 8. Dorchester to 
the Lowing Dorchester Memorial Collection 
and ten by Mr. and Mrs. Ira Jones to the 
Betty Jones Memorial. 

Corning—Sara Sheppard has been appointed 
librarian to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Idelle Riddile. Miss Sheppard 
was librarian of this library from 1907-1914 
but will find much enlargement of the library 
work since that time. 

Council Bluffs—Public Library—A_ course 
in library instruction from the second grade 
through the tenth is gradually being incor- 
porated in the school curriculum, under the 
supervision of the school librarian of the pub- 
lie library. Teachers and pupils are giving 
good cooperation and in a few years it should 
be possible to see results in the ability of 
school children to use library tools. 

Des Moines—Library Club—The December 
meeting of this club was held on December 
7th at Drake University, dinner being served 
at the Dormitory, followed by a program in 
the Drake Lounge of music and an address 
by Professor Morris K. Jessup, instructor in 
Astronomy and Mathematics at Drake Univer- 
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sity. Professor Jessup went to South Africa 
as a member of the Michigan University 
Astronomical Expedition and his experiences 
when engaged in this work, furnished ma- 
terial for this address. 

Des Moines—Library Commission—Lurene 
Stevenson Jaeger, record clerk for seven 
years in the Library Commission office, is the 
mother of a baby boy born November 30th. 


Des Moines—Public Library—Esther Ap- 
pell, secretary to Mr. Spaulding, was married 
on October 15th to Eugene F. Wade of Des 
Moines. Mrs. Wade will continue her work 
in the library. 

Dubuque—University of Dubuque — Helen 
Benedict has been appointed librarian to fi}! 
the vacancy caused by the marriage of Beth 
Riter. Miss Benedict is a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin Library School, and 
assisted in the public library during the 
summer. 

Fort Dodge—Mrs. H. Bernard Gray, li- 
brarian, has been obliged to undergo an op- 
eration and is still in the hospital, but im- 
proving. 

Fort Madison—Henry B. Helling has been 
appointed a member of the library board to 
fill the unexpired term of Richard Fahey who 
resigned. 

Iowa City—State University—The official 
opening of the New Foreign Language Li- 
braries was marked by an informal reception 
for faculty members and students of the 
language department with 250 in attendance. 
Space for 8,000 extra books has been pro- 
vided by the addition of a room on the main 
floor. 

Muscatine—R. L. Roach has been appointed 
a member of the library board to fill the 
unexpired term of Mrs. Ruth Barry, who 
recently resigned. 

Orange City—On the evening of October 
13th fire broke out in the north end of the 
building in the basement of which the library 
was housed, the city offices being in the same 
room as the library. 


The electric lights were immediately cut 
off, but the city officials worked with flash 
lights passing out the books to the boys and 
girls who hurried to the rescue and came 
down single file, getting the books and run- 
ning with them up the stairs and across the 
street to a restevrant. 


All the books and the chairs and tables 
were saved. Many of this year’s magazines 
were lost and others water soaked. The li- 
brary is now housed in the show room of the 
Ford garage, the children moving all the 
books the next afternoon from the restaurant 
to the new location, where the shelving had 
been installed in the morning. 

There the Book Week observance was held 
on the 10th of November with an interesting 
program. Congratulations are due to the 
town, the library board, and the librarian for 
the interest of the boys and girls and the 
ability to continue the library work with so 
little delay. 


“art 


Osceola—The library is trying a plan fo 
making the rural people ‘‘library conscious 
At the suggestion of the county su 
ent of schools the teachers near Osceola ar 
invited to bring their upper grade pupils to 
the library the latter part of some a 
which several teachers have done. The ehj). 
dren enjoy seeing the library and 
books in which they are interested. A 
is loaned free to each pupil, the teacher 
responsible for its return. It is too soon tj 


see results but some who came had neve 
been to the library before. 


Ottumwa—A Naturalization Reception was 
recently held at the library in cooperation 
with the Daughters of the American Revol. 
tion and the American Legion at which 4 
program of music and addresses were gives 
and naturalization papers were presented by 
Judge Dewey to a class of seventeen, 

Reinbeck—Owing to lack of funds to prop. 
erly finance the library, the board has decided 
to open the library four afternoons and three 
evenings only instead of six afternoons ani 
five evenings as has been the schedule, 


Shenanioah—The library is extending its 
service to Coin, where the American Legion 
Auxiliary are financially sponsoring a library 
project. The contract is the same as used 
with Farragut and Blanchard, $25.00 for the 
use of the library for a year—twice as many 
books loaned as dollars paid, to be 
in either a six weeks or a three months 

Spencer—At the September board meeting 
provision was made whereby clubs, groups, 
consolidated schools, towns, and _ hospitals 


might borrow books at the rate of 50 cents 
per year, the books to be exchanged once in 


three months. The Rossie consolidated 
school was the first to take advan of this 
provision and make a contract for the use of 
the library. 

Winterset—Mrs. W. H. Blake has been ap 
pointed assistant librarian to succeed Ger 
trude Sumner who has resigned. 





Deaths 


Lenna Huffman, librarian of the Marion 
Public Library for thirteen years, died at her 
home on Sunday, December 4th. Miss Hult 
man had been ill since June. Previous @ 
taking up library work she was a teacher 
for a number of years. 

Idelle Riddile, librarian of the Corning 
Publie Library for 19 years, died on Novem 
ber 18th, She had not been well for a long 
time and her illness grew more dur- 
ing the last month of her life. 

Miss Riddile was greatly interested i 
everything which pertained to the library and 
served it faithfully and conscientiously. 

Peter Nielsen, assistant janitor of the Dat 
enport Public Library for the past twenty 
two and one-half years, bet 
November 2nd. The long years of one 
testify to his faithfulness, integrity, 
value to the library. 
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